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QCA Unit 5D 

Introduction to spreadsheets 

About the unit
In this unit children learn to enter numbers, labels and simple formulae into a spreadsheet and to use
the data to calculate totals. 

Children will be introduced to spreadsheet software and will explore how changes in price and quantity
can affect total cost. 

Children will apply what they have learned in this unit when exploring mathematical and scientific models.

Where the unit fits in Technical vocabulary Resources
This unit builds on earlier units 
about information handling. 

This unit assumes that children: 

• can calculate total costs 

• can recognise number 
patterns 

• can use a reference to locate 
a grid in a square.  

Expectations
At the end of this unit  

most children will: use a spreadsheet to carry out calculations   

some children will not have made so much progress and will: use a spreadsheet to produce a
table of data   

some children will have progressed further and will: use a spreadsheet to carry out calculations;
explore the effects of changing the data in a spreadsheet.

Handout 1.3

ICT
Year 5

• spreadsheet 

• cell 

• formula 

• sum 

• calculate 

• spreadsheet software

• a variety of receipts

• a prepared spreadsheet 
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