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Penn Village 1851 Datafile

The datafile of the inhabitants of Penn Village in 1851 can support two study units at Key Stage 2:

· Victorian Britain

· Local History

In both study units the database can be used to develop the key elements of “historical enquiry”.  Through interrogation of the database pupils can find out aspects of the lives of men, women and children who lived in Penn Village during the Victorian period.  Within the Local Study Unit the database could be used as part of an investigation into the way of life of a rural village in the 19th century.

This work can be developed through investigation of other resources to produce extended pieces of writing on “What life was like in Penn Village in 1851” or “How things have changed”.
The datafile contained 162 records detailing the people residing in Penn Village on the night of the census of 1871.

Each record has 13 fields:

	SCH
	The number given by the census enumerator to the house or property.

SCH is the abbreviation for schedule.



	HOUSE
	The house or address of the property.



	FORENAME
	The first name(s) of each person resident in the property on the night of the census.



	SURNAME
	The last name of each person resident in the property on the night of the census.



	REL
	The relationship of each person to the head of the household/family.



	
	A apprentice

B brother/sister

C cousin

D daughter

E employee

F friend

G grandchild

H head of the household/family

I daughter/son-in-law

J nurse child (sent for wet-nursing)

K brother/sister-in-law

L lodger
	M mother/father

N niece/nephew

P resident pupil

Q step mother/father

R grandparent

S son

T stepchild

U uncle/aunt

V visitor

X servant

Y boarder

Z any other relation



	Hsz


	The household size ie, the total number of people in residence at the property.

-1 indicates that this could not be calculated with any certainty.



	Fsz


	The family size ie, the number of people related to the head of household in residence at the property.

-1 indicates the person is not a member of the family of the property.



	CON
	Marital condition, coded as:

	
	M = married

D = divorced
	U = unmarried

W = widowed



	AGE
	The age of the person as recorded on the original census return.  Infants were often recorded as 0 and a comment entered in the Remarks field.  Where there is no information a –1 is recorded.



	SEX
	The sex of the person, male or female.



	OCCUP
	The occupation of the person.



	TBIRTH
	The town of birth of the person.



	CBIRTH
	The county of birth of the person.



	REMARKS
	Contains any other information supplied eg, deaf, dumb, blind, pauper, age in months of an infant.




Note: When transferring any historical data from original sources to electronic format it is important that the integrity of the data is not corrupted or misinterpreted.  If a letter is totally illegible it will be marked with a question mark, any spelling is copied down as recorded.  An asterisk usually refers to further details in the remarks field.

Some possible questions pupils could use to interrogate the datafile.

1. Were there more males than females living in Penn in 1851?

The graphing option could help you.

2. Who was the oldest person?  

Who was the youngest person?

The sort option could help you.

3. What were people’s occupations?

Which was the commonest occupation?

How many people didn’t have an occupation?

How many people had jobs working on the land?

The search option using Occupation + the same as none could help you.

4. What did children of your age do?

The search option using Age equal to xx could help you (where xx is your age).

5. Who had the biggest family?

Who had the biggest household?

The sort option (sort on FSZ or HSZ) could help you.

What can this tell you about the people living in the house?

6. How many people were born in Penn?

The search option using Tbirth could help you.

7. Was anyone born in another county?

If so, which county?

The search option using Cbirth + not the same an Bucks could help you.

8. Who lived on their own?

The sort option (sort on HSZ) or the search option using HSZ equal to 1 could help you.

9. Who was the head of the Bates family?

Who else lived in the same household?

What did the rest of the family do?

10. Who do you think was the wealthiest family in the village?

Now can you create your own enquiry?
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