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The Amersham Workhouse Datafile

The datafile of the inhabitants in the Amersham Workhouse in 1881 can support two study units at Key Stage 2:

· Victorian Britain

· Local History

In both study units the database can be used to develop the key elements of “historical enquiry”.  Through interrogation of the database pupils can find out aspects of the lives of men, women and children who lived in the workhouse during the Victorian period.  Within the Local Study Unit the database could be used as part of an investigation into the treatment of the poor over a long period of time.

This work can be developed through investigation of other resources to produce extended pieces of writing on “What life was like in the Amersham Workhouse”.
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This turn of the century study shows the front of the Almshouses, “for the relief of six poor widows well reputed in the Parish”.

(“Yesterdays Town: Amersham” by Nicholas Salmon and Clive Birch. Barracuda Books 1991)

The Amersham Workhouse datafile contains 162 records detailing the people residing at the workhouse on the night of the census of 1881.

Each record has 10 fields:

	SURNAME
	The surname of the person



	FORENAME
	The first name of the person



	SEX
	The sex of the person

M = Male, F = Female



	CON
	The marital condition of the person

M = married, U = unmarried, W = widowed



	AGE
	The age in years of the person



	OCCUPATION
	The occupation of the person



	POSITION
	The position of the person within the workhouse

ie; staff or inmate



	TBIRTH
	The town of birth of the person



	CBIRTH
	The county of birth of the person



	REMARKS
	Any other comments




The following questions could help pupils to access and record information:

1. Were there more males than females in the workhouse?

The graphing option could help you.

2. Who was the oldest person?  Who was the youngest?

The sort option could help you.

3. What were people's occupations before they entered the workhouse?

Which was the commonest occupation?  

Was this really an occupation?

How many people didn’t have an occupation?

The graphing option could help you.
4. How many children of your age were living in the workhouse?

The search option using Age equal to xx could help (where xx is your age).
5. Were all residents in the workhouse born in Amersham?

The search option using Tbirth could help you.

6. How many people were born in another county?

The search option using Cbirth not the same as Bucks could help you.

7. Was anyone born in another country?  If so which country?

The search option using Cbirth not the same as Bucks could help you.

8. Who taught the boys in the workhouse?

The search option using Position could help you.

9. Who taught the girls in the workhouse?

The search option using Position could help you.

10. Who was responsible for carrying things in the workhouse?

The search option using Position could help you.

11. If you had a medical problem who would you have gone to see?

The search option using Position could help you.

12. Who held the position of Matron?  What did the job involve?

13. What did Lee John do?

14. There were two other positions that people held in the workhouse.  What were they and what did they mean?

15. Do you think any of the people in the workhouse were related?  e.g. brother and sister or husband and wife?

Now can you create your own enquiry?
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