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The Felling Colliery Disaster of 1812

The Felling datafile contains 92 records detailing the people killed in the colliery disaster.

Each record has 11 fields:

	LOCATION
	The location of the body, indicated on the map of the colliery



	FIRSTNAME
	The first name of the person



	SURNAME
	The surname of the person



	AGE
	The age of the person



	SEX
	The sex of the person

M = male, F = female



	CON
	The marital condition of the person

M = married, U= unmarried, W = widowed



	OCCUPATION
	The occupation of the person



	OCODE
	A code given to each mining occupation



	BURIAL DATE
	The date of burial of the body



	DAYS
	The number of days between the first explosion and the person’s burial



	REMARKS
	Any other comments.


Further details can be found in the two bookets:

Felling Colliery 1812 – An Account of the Accident by The Reverend John Hodgson, Vicar of the parish.

It contains a contemporary account of the disaster and aftermath.

Felling and Coal53 – the datafiles – Contains further information about the datafile and background information on working conditions, child labour, wages and occupations.

Some possible questions pupils could use to interrogate the datafile:

1. How many young children aged under ten were involved in the accident?

2. Who was the youngest victim?  What was his job?

3. Who was the oldest person killed?  What did he do?

4. Were there any female victims?

5. Several miners were rescued live from the pit but later died of their injuries.  Who were they and what jobs did they do?

6. How many of each occupation were involved in the disaster?

7. Were any of the victims married?  If so, how many?

8. Who do you think was the most senior victim by occupation?

9. Who was the last person to be buried and how long after the accident was the funeral?

10. What happened to the Pearson family?

Now create an enquiry of your own.

The Newcastle Courant was a local paper at the time of the mining disaster.  Pupils could play the role of reporters on the Newcastle Courant covering the story of the disaster as it happens.

The following sheets can be copied, cut up and given to the pupils as memoranda from their editor.  They could either make use of them to simply collect and write factual answers to the questions or use them as part of a ‘Writing the News’ activity in which they create the front page story of the newspaper for the day (May 25th 1812).

	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 1

	MESSAGE:
	‘How many young people – under the age of ten – in accident STOP  Who was the youngest miner STOP  Who was the oldest miner STOP  Give full details, name, job etc. END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 2

	MESSAGE:
	‘Find a map of the mine if possible STOP  Investigate the rumours that several putters died in a small area of the mine between location numbers 15 to 36 STOP  Report their details END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 3

	MESSAGE:
	‘Can you confirm or deny rumours that women were trapped in the mine inferno END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 4

	MESSAGE:
	‘Investigate what jobs miners were employed in before the disaster STOP  Give numbers END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 5

	MESSAGE:
	‘How many women widowed by catastrophe STOP  Find details of youngest married miner killed END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 6

	MESSAGE:
	‘Rumours of possible death of horses in disaster STOP  Investigate and report END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 7

	MESSAGE:
	‘Widow named Pearson tells of loss of whole family STOP  What were their ages, jobs, etc. END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 8

	MESSAGE:
	‘Village idiot reported missing STOP  Possible he was trapping in mine at time of accident STOP  Check out STOP  He may have been older than other trappers END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 9

	MESSAGE:
	‘Reported that some have escaped with serious wounds but not expected to live STOP  Investigate and confirm END’


	THE NEWCASTLE COURANT

	FROM:  The Editor
	DATE:  May 25th 1812

	COPY 10

	MESSAGE:
	‘Rumours that pit is to be sealed to extinguish the burning coal STOP  Confirm or deny that pit will become a tomb and for how many miners  END’
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