Examination courses in Information and Communication Technology

GCSE qualifications

GCSE (Full or short course)

An introductory IT qualification. GCSE short courses comprise 2 modules. A further 2 modules are taken for the full course.

ICT A includes the use of ICT for work and leisure, effects on society, design of ICT systems and covers skills in word processing, databases, spreadsheets. ICT B focuses more on the use of ICT in society including telephony, the Internet, moral and ethical considerations, design of ICT systems. 60% course work, 40% written paper. Papers are available at foundation (G-C) or higher (D-A*) level. 

Non GCSE qualifications

Entry Level Certificate

Entry level qualifications broadly aligned to National Curriculum level 3 and below. For pupils not expected to achieve Grade C at GCSE. Basic ICT skills training focusing on aspects such as Word Processing, databases, desktop publishing, spreadsheets and drawing/painting packages at an entry level (pupils)

CLAIT

Computer literacy modules. Includes practical skills, familiarisation with the keyboard and generic software applications such as databases, desk-top publishing and spreadsheets. IT skills based. The National Curriculum requires the development of more autonomous use of ICT. The modules cover only some of the ICT themes from the National Curriculum.

CIT (Cambridge Certificate Information Technology) and DIT (Diploma in Information Technology)

A range of modules to assess competence in applications in IT for those who wish to use IT in the general working environment. Concentrates on the use of IT systems to solve problems.

Coursework assessed. Match to National Curriculum depends on the modules taken.

A Level qualifications
A/AS level

A levels provide an academic qualification including knowledge, understanding and skills through a 6 module course.

AS (Advanced Subsidiary) level comprises the first three modules of an A level course (the first year) 

A/AS Computing develops understanding of applications and information systems. A/AS ICT provides interpersonal, academic and technical skills along with the ability to work independently and as part of a team.

A and AS levels are assessed by a combination of coursework and written papers.

VCE and AVCE

Vocational Certificate of Education and Advanced Vocational Certificate of Education.

Vocational A levels.

NVQ/GNVQ

NVQ

A more vocational based qualification with a range of modules related to careers in ICT. Includes observation and assessment in the workplace.

GNVQ  (Foundation, Intermediate and advanced)

Suitable for 16-19 year olds or adults or part time students. Includes units of work including data handling, design, multimedia, preparing for employment, working as a team.

Key Skills

Key Skills

Designed for the Post 16 curriculum alongside GNVQs, A and AS levels.

Demonstrates specific skills in ICT. Assessment of a portfolio of evidence which can be collated through work in a range of subjects.

Specifications (formerly syllabi) for all courses are available on the web:

AQA

www.aqa.org.uk
Edexcel
www.edexcel.org.uk
OCR

www.ocr.org.uk
AQA, Stag Hill House, Guildfors, Surrey GU2 7XJ Tel. 01483 302302

Edexcel Foundation, Stewart House, 32 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DN. Tel 0870 240 9800

OCR, 1 Hills Rd, Cambridge CB1 2EU Tel 01223 552552
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