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    Software for the National Literacy Strategy 
 

Software NLS Level Age Range Description Publisher Cost per Licence 

 
Word level work: (Phonics, spelling, vocabulary, handwriting) 

 
*%abc CD - The 
Talking Animated 
Alphabet 

Word – Phonics Yr. R - 1 Illustrations and animations together with speech and music designed 
to help children learn the sounds and shapes of the alphabet. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£49.95 1 User 
£67.43 3 User 
£89.90 5 User 
£134.85 10 User 
£224.75 Unlimited 

*Soundsalive 
*Level 1 
*Level 2 

Word – Phonics Age 3 - 5 Designed for whole-class use. Content covers key phonic objectives 
and a range of word level activities – picture/word matching 

Nelson 
Thornes 

Per Level 

£70.00 1-99 Pupils 
£105.00 100-299 
Pupils 

*%BIG ABC Word – Phonics Yr. R - 1 From the Letters, Sounds and Rhymes strand of the Oxford Literacy 
Web: 30 alliterative rhymes set to music for each letter of the 
alphabet plus four digraphs. Over 100 interactive activities. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£44.95 1User 
£67.43 3 User 
£89.90 5 User 
£134.85 10 User 
£224.75 Unlimited  

*%Sound Stories Word – Phonics  Yr. R - 1 All 30 talking books from the Letters, Sounds and Rhymes strand of 
the Oxford Literacy Web: one for each letter plus four digraphs. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£44.95 1User 
£67.43 3 User 
£89.90 5 User 
£134.85 10 User 
£224.75 Unlimited  

*%Sound 
Activities 

Word – Phonics  Yr. R - 1 
 

Based on the Sound Activity Cards in the Letters, Sounds and 
Rhymes strand of the Oxford Literacy Web: activities to practice letter 
and sound recognition; read and spell words. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£44.95 1User 
£67.43 3 User 
£89.90 5 User 
£134.85 10 User 
£224.75 Unlimited  

*%Literacy Box R 
*%Literacy Box 1 
*%Literacy Box 2 
 

Word – Phonics  Yr. R, 1, 2 A range of differentiated word level (phonics) activities. All activities 
are explicitly linked to NLS codes. Fully narrated instructions and help 
option.  

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 
Per Title 

£44.95 1User 
£67.43 3 User 
£89.90 5 User 
£134.85 10 User 
£224.75 Unlimited  



*%Rhyme and 
Analogy Activity 
Software  
Volume A 
Volume B 

Word – Phonics  Yr. R – 2 
 

Develops knowledge of letters, sounds and rhyme – uses analogy 
strategy to identify common rhyming patterns etc. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 
Per Volume 

£49.95 1User 
£74.93 3 User 
£99.90 5 User 
£149.85 10 User 
£249.75 Unlimited 

*%Word Work 1 
*%Word Work 2 

Word – Phonics KS 1 
KS 2 

Specially written for the NLS.  Includes exercises for the phonics 
requirement for each term in each year and much, much more. 
The dictionary allows searches by letter groups.  Includes Shannon’s 
game and activates for KS 2 poetry work. 
 

ICT Centre 
(RESOURCE) 

Per Title 
As a bundle 

£49.00 1 User 
£98.00 5 User 
£185.00 10 User 
Per Level 

*%I Can Spell 
Plus 

Word – Spelling KS 1 – 2  A series of spelling activities including a speaking dictionary with over 
25, 000 words. 

ICT Centre 
(RESOURCE) 

£39.00 1 User 
£78.00 5 User 
£150.00 10 User 
£210 15 User 

%Starspell 2.2 Word – Spelling KS1 – 2  
 

Listen-cover-write-check activities, also includes words in context 
sentences, onset-rime activates. Word lists taken from NLS 
document. 

ICT Centre 
(Inclusive 

Technology) 

£59.00 1 User 
£10.00 Extra user  

*%The Spelling 
Show 

Word – Spelling 9 – 14 Yrs. Learn about and then practice knowledge and understanding of 
Spelling & Sound; Prefixes & Suffixes; Doubling letters; Plurals; 
Punctuation & Spelling; Key terms. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£59.95 1 User 
£89.93 3User 
£119.90 5 User 
£179.85 10 User 
£299.75 Unlimited 

*%ORT Clip Art - 
a teacher 
resource 

Word – Phonics  Yr. R – 1  Clip art for making worksheets and multimedia presentations. The 
main Oxford characters from Stage 1 to Stage 9 in different positions. 
A selection of other adventure characters from the stories. Scenes 
from different stages that can be used as a backdrop.   

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£34.95 Unlimited 

*%BBC Phonic 
Clip Art - a 
teacher resource 

Word – Phonics  Yr. R – 1  Clip art for making worksheets and multimedia presentations. ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£39.95 1 User 
£59.93 3 User 
£79.90 5 User 

Handwriting for 
Windows 
A teacher tool 

Word – Handwriting KS 1 A quick and simple way to produce worksheets/documents in 
simulated handwriting with the correct/selected letter shapes and 
joins, including dotted characters. 

AVP  
(KBER) 

£25.53 1 User 
£42.54 Unlimited 

*%StartWrite 2 
 A teacher tool 

Word – Handwriting KS 1 A tool for preparing handwriting worksheets – font style & size, turn 
guide lines & arrow strokes on or off; change letter dots, dashes or 
grey shades for tracing. Printout worksheets portrait or landscape. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£34.95 1User 
£52.43 3 User 
£69.90 5 User 
£104.85 10 User 
£174.75 Unlimited 

 
Sentence level work: (Grammar and punctuation) 
 
Sherlock 2 Sentence KS 1 – 2 A content free program that presents texts with missing characters to 

fill in. Comes with forty prepared files covering various aspects of 
grammar. 
 

AVP 
(Topologika) 

£24.00 1 user 
£49.00 5 User 
£79 Unlimited 
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*%Developing 
Tray 

Sentence KS1 - 2 Cloze procedure software, with a range of pre-prepared texts.  
 

 ICT Centre 
(2Simple) 

£29.00 1 user 
£79.00 5 user 
£149.00 10 user 
£249.00 Unlimited 

*Smudge 
Punctuates 

Sentence KS 1 Animated examples and exercises on a range of punctuation 
activities. 

AVP 
(Storm) 

£29.78 1-3 Users 
£49.00 5 User 
£95.00 10 User 

*% The 
Punctuation Show 

Sentence 9 – 14 Yrs.  
 

Learn about and then practice knowledge and understanding of 
Apostrophes; Brackets, Hyphens & Dashes; Capital Letters & Full 
Stops; Commas; Question Marks & Exclamation Marks; Semicolons 
& Colons and Speech Marks. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£49.95 1 User 
£74.93 3 User 
£99.90 5 User 
£149.85 10 User 
£249.75 Unlimited 

*%The Grammar 
Show 

Sentence 9 – 14 Yrs.  
 

Learn about and then practice knowledge and understanding of 
Nouns; Simple Verbs & Tenses; Verb Forms; Adjectives & Adverbs; 
Pronouns & Prepositions; Sentence. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£49.95 1 User 
£74.93 3 User 
£99.90 5 User 
£149.85 10 User 
£249.75 Unlimited 

*Grammar for 
Writing 

Sentence KS 2 Pre-prepared MS Word files to support grammar teaching & learning. 
The files can be used on the computer or printed out for us. 
 

DFES 
(DFEE) 

Free-sent to all 
schools 

*%BBC English 
Workshop: 
Grammar 

Sentence KS 2 200+ activities to address the majority of the NLS Sentence level - 
grammar objectives for Yrs 3-6. 80 extracts from texts by established 
writers, which can be used to support Text and Word level work. 
Activities are supported by narrated explanations of grammatical 
concepts and an on-screen dictionary. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£59.95 1 User 
£89.93 3 User 
£119.90 5 User 
£179.85 10 User 
£299.75 Unlimited 

 
Text level work: (Comprehension and composition) 
 
Fiction and Poetry: Writing Composition 
*%I Can Write 2 Text – Writing KS 1 – 2 Planned frameworks for writing, moving from pictorial help to the use 

of editable prompts and topic related words. 
ICT Centre 

(RESOURCE) 
£39.00 1 User 
£78.00 5 User 
£150.00 10 User 

*%Clicker 5 Text – Writing KS 1 – 2 An on-screen grids of words, speech and pictures and a built-in word 
processor. Click on a word, letter, phrase or picture and it will be sent 
to the WP. Free pre-prepared Clicker grids are on web site. 

ICT Centre 
(Crick) 

 

£120.00 1 User 
£20.00 Extra User 

Fiction and Poetry: Reading comprehension – Electronic Books linked to reading schemes 
*%Oxford 
Reading Tree 
Stages 1+ - 3 
First Phonics 

Text – Reading KS 1 Each Stage has 6 narrated talking books with listening, reading and 
writing activities for each story. Listen to sentences while following 
the highlighted words. Three Phonic Fun activities, each with two 
levels of difficulty. Single word highlighting of the text, to accompany 
the book narration. All activities designed around specific phonic 
objectives. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 
Per Stage 

£49.95 1 User 
£74.93 3 User 
£99.90 5 User 
£149.85 10 User 
£249.75 Unlimited 
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*%Oxford  
Stages 1 – 9 
Talking Stories 

Text – Reading KS 1 Books from the reading scheme in the form of Talking Stories with 
animation and sound effects. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 
Per Stage 

£49.95 1 User 
£74.93 3 User 
£99.90 5 User 
£149.85 10 User 
£249.75 Unlimited 

*%Oxford Wolf 
Hill Talking 
Stories Level 1 - 3 

Text – Reading KS2 Six fully narrated talking stories to encourage & motivate reluctant 
readers. Lively animations and sound effects. Reading 
comprehension questions. Interactive thought bubbles 
 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 
Per Level 

£59.95 1 User 
£89.93 3User 
£119.90 5 User 
£179.85 10 User 
£299.75 Unlimited 

*%Wellington 
Square  
Levels 1 – 5 
 

Text – Reading KS 2 Each CD provides talking books and numerous activities of 
increasing complexity, representing an advance of around 6 months 
in terms of reading age per level. 

ICT Centre 
(SEMERC) 
Per Level 

£59.00 1 User 
£89.00 3 user 
£119.00 5 user 
£299.00 Unlimited 

*%Fuzzbuzz  
Level 1 
Level 2 – A  
Level 2 – B  

Text – Reading KS 1 – 2 Activities designed to develop sight vocabulary and sentence building 
for children with special needs. 
Level 2 A - Books 7, 8 & 9 
Level 2 B - Books 10, 11 & 12 

ICT Centre 
(SEMERC) 
Per Level 

£59.00 1 User 
£89.00 3 user 
£119.00 5 user 
£299.00 Unlimited 

Fiction and Poetry: Reading comprehension – Other Electronic Books 
*%Not So 
Naughty Stories 

Text – Reading KS 1 12 simple stories about colourful characters who just don’t know how 
to behave! Children learn about the consequences of behaving badly 
and how such behaviour affects others. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£44.95 1User 
£67.43 3 User 
£89.90 5 User 
£134.85 10 User 
£224.75 Unlimited  

*%Rhymes and 
Analogy Activity 
Software 
Volume A 
Volume B 

Text – Reading Yr. R – 1 Twelve story rhymes by Roderick Hunt with speech, animation and 
sound effects. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston)  
Per Volume 

£49.95 1User 
£74.93 3 User 
£99.90 5 User 
£149.85 10 User 
£249.75 Unlimited 

*%Nursery 
Rhyme Time 

Text – Reading KS 1 A selection of favourite nursery rhymes with animation, sound effects 
and music. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£34.95 1 User 
£52.43 3 User 
£69.90 5 User 
£104.85 10 User 
£174.75 Unlimited 

Non Fiction: Writing Composition 
*%I Can Write 2 Text – Writing KS 1 – 2 Planned frameworks for writing, moving from pictorial help to the use 

of editable prompts and topic related words. 
 

ICT Centre 
(RESOURCE) 

£39.00 1 User 
£78.00 5 User 
£150.00 10 User 

*%Clicker 5 Text – Writing KS 1 – 2 An on-screen grids of words, speech and pictures and a built-in word 
processor. Click on a word, letter, phrase or picture and it will be sent 
to the wp. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Crick) 

£120.00 1 User 
£20.00 Extra User 

Non Fiction: Reading Comprehension – Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias 
My First CD-ROM  
Dictionary 2 

Text - Reading Yr. R – 2 
 

An interactive dictionary with speech and animations. AVP 
(DK) 

£17.01 1 User 
£85.10 10 User 
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The DK Children’s 
Dictionary 

Text - Reading KS2 An interactive dictionary – 37,000 word entries and definitions, 
sounds and pronunciations, photos, illustrations and animations. 

AVP 
(DK) 

£25.52 1 User 
£85.10 10 User 

*%Talking Topics Text – Reading KS 1 Infant electronic reference books: topics include: Pets, Land 
Transport, The Body, Homes, Seashore and Dinosaurs. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£34.95 1User 
£52.43 3 User 
£69.90 5 User 
£104.85 10 User 
£174.75 Unlimited 

*Eyewitness 
Children’s 
Encyclopaedia 

Text – Reading KS 2 An interactive encyclopaedia with over 5,000 screens of information. AVP 
(DK) 

£25.52 1 User 
£85.10 10 User 

*Encyclopaedia of 
Science 2.0 
 

Text – Reading KS 2 + Hundreds of science facts with clear navigation and search facilities. 
 

AVP 
(DK) 

£25.52 1 User 
£85.10 10 User  

Encarta 2005 
Standard 

Text – Reading Yr. 5 & above Thousands of articles sound clips, images and photographs; 100 
animations; 800 maps and interactive charts. Easy navigation and 
search facilities 

AVP 
(Microsoft) 

£25.52 1User 

Non Fiction: Reading Comprehension – Subjects 
*%Talking Topics Text – Reading  KS1 Miniature library that includes books on the body, pets, the seashore, 

land transport, homes and dinosaurs. 
ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£34.95 1User 
£52.43 3 User 
£69.90 5 User 
£104.85 10 User 
£174.75 Unlimited 

*%The Oxford 
Infant Atlas 

Text – Reading KS1 Maps, information and geographical terms about the UK, Europe and 
the world. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

As above 

*%Garden Wildlife Text – Reading KS 1 – 2 Search the garden environment, visit the library or ask the expert for 
help.  Learn how to access information in different ways. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Granada) 

£49.00 1 user 
£75.00 3 user 
£99.00 5 user 
£149.00 10 user 
£245.00 Unlimited  

*%Bodywise Text – Reading KS2 An interactive database of the human body through illustrations, 
animations and texts 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 

£49.95 1User 
£74.93 3 User 
£99.90 5 User 
£149.85 10 User 
£249.75 Unlimited 

*The Ultimate 
Human Body 2.0 

Text – Reading KS 2 
 

An exploratory trip into the secret world of the human body.  A guided 
tour of the structure, systems and organs of the body.  Close ups as 
seen through an electron microscope. 

AVP 
(DK) 

 

£25.52 1 User 
£85.10 10 User  

*%Seashore Life Text – Reading KS 2 Access information in different ways.  Discover and interact with 
seashore plants animals and birds. 
 

ICT Centre 
(Granada) 

£49.00 1 user 
£75.00 3 user 
£99.00 5 user 
£149.00 10 user 
£245.00 Unlimited  

*The New Way 
Things Work 

Text – Reading KS 2  A guide to the world of machines and machinery in a clear and 
entertaining format. 
 

AVP 
 

£25.52 1 User 
£85.10 10 User  

 
5  



Titles that cover more than one area 
*First Words with 
Smudge 

Multiple R Yr. 1 – 2  A range of early word skill activities. AVP 
(Storm) 

 

£22.11 1 User 
£35.00 5 User 
£69.00 10 User 

*%Easiteach 
Literacy Content 

Multiple Yr. 1 – 2  85 Literacy lessons supporting whole-class work KS1 and KS2, 
including lesson plans.  50 writing frames for structure shared and 
individual writing. A good range of word banks to support phonic and 
word work. 100 text resources provided by OU & Hamilton covering 
fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama. The handwriting tool converts 
hand written letters into text/numbers. 
Easiteach Studio & the Easiteach Literacy tools will be required to 
use the Easiteach Literacy content. 

ICT Centre 
(RM) 

£299.00 Unlimited 

*% - All titles 
Literacy Bank 3 
Literacy Bank 4   
Literacy Bank 5   
Literacy Bank 6  

Word and Sentence  Yr. 3 - 6 Over 700 word and sentence level activities developed in conjunction 
with the NL Association. The short, structured activities  are designed 
for the 20 min. ‘Independent Work’ part of the Literacy Hour. Each 
activity has its own NLS code that tells you exactly where it fits in the 
NLS. 

ICT Centre 
(Sherston) 
Per Title 

£44.95 1User 
£67.43 3 User 
£89.90 5 User 
£134.85 10 User 
£224.75 Unlimited  

EducationCity.com Multiple KS1 An online interactive resource to reinforce specific learning 
objectives. Activities are mapped to QCA SoW for Science. 
 

EducationCity 
Ltd 

Annual subscription 
£40.00 

EducationCity.com Multiple KS2 An online interactive resource to reinforce specific learning 
objectives. Activities are mapped to QCA SoW for Science. 
 

EducationCity 
Ltd 

Annual subscription 
£60.00 

 
      *These titles are available for review at the ICT Centre 
    %These titles are available at a discounted price from the ICT Centre 
 

Suppliers   
ICT Centre Teaching & Learning Centre, Ellen Road, Aylesbury, HP21 8ES 01296 428402 
AVP School Hill Centre, Chepstow, Gwent NP6 5PH 01291 625439 
EducationCity Ltd  8 Ark Business Centre, Gordon Rd., Loughborough LE11 1JP 0870 3501860 
RM plc 183 Milton Park, Abingdon Oxfordshire OX14 4SE 08709 086969 

 
     © The Buckinghamshire ICT Curriculum Support Team August 2005 
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