ICT Lesson Plan 1 / 6

	QCA Unit


	6D Using the Internet to search large databases and Interpret information

	Year Group


	6
	Number in class
	30

	Time for lesson


	6 lessons of 1 hour
	No. of computers
	15

	Preparation

	Teacher to bookmark a range of appropriate sites

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
www.snaithprimary.eril.net


	Resources

	All lessons take place in a computer room with a large display facility and access to the Internet


	LESSON 1

	Learning Objectives

	To identify ICT information sources for a chosen topic - The Victorians

To demonstrate the need for good quality information


	Technical Vocabulary

	Web Browser; index; key word; bookmark/favourite


	Assessment

	The lessons are targeted at Level 3/4 activities.  The outcomes of each lesson are noted, with an overall checklist of pupils’ work and teacher assessment at the end of the unit.  


	Introduction (10 mins)

	Introduce accessing the Internet to find suitable materials to use in their publications


Specific questions: 
Which different forms of information are shown? (text,graphics,)





Is the information both accurate and relevant?






Learning outcomes: 
Pupils can:

Access more than 1 web site

Make appropriate judgments about the quality of the information






Extract at least one piece of useful information

Type in a URL to locate a web page


	Main activity ( 40 mins)

	10 mins Teacher lead class activity: 

Brainstorming: Where could we find information for this topic? 

Pupils respond and teacher notes their comments. 

10 mins Demonstration: Show pupils two different bookmarked web sites

What sort of information might these sites provide?

Show pupils how to type in a URL to locate a site

5 mins Demonstration: Searching within a large web site for a key word from an index use BBC 

site http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/state/monarchs_leaders/victoria.shtml e.g. Victoria

15 mins Pupil activity:


Individual or paired work. Pupils to look at least one of the bookmarked sites and note 

the different forms of information shown and authenticity of the information, plus whether it would be useful for their publication. Emphasis on quality not quantity


Weaker pupils will need help in searching within a site for relevant 

information and in assessing the information.  

A writing frame is a useful tool for this activity.

Able pupils will evaluate different sites.



	Plenary ( 10 mins)

	Teacher sums up the lesson with the whole class.  Discussion on what is accurate and relevant information and which were the best sites for useful material. Teacher asks open questions based on the points to raise about the web sites to involve pupils in the discussion and reinforce the aims of the project.


	Homework (If applicable)

	None
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	QCA Unit


	6D Using the Internet to search large databases and Interpret information

	Year Group


	6
	Number in class
	30

	Time for lesson


	6 lessons of 1 hour
	No. of computers
	15

	Preparation

	Teacher to bookmark appropriate sites of search engines:

www.google.co.uk

www.ajkids.com
www.yahooligans.com
Notes / Guidance for teacher: 

Google is key word based.  Ask Jeeves for Kids finds topics from other search engines.  Yahooligans is directory-based.  The school may also subscribe to an educational on-line ‘library’. Avoid search engines with many advertisements and graphics that may distract pupils.

Points to raise:  skimming and scanning text on a web page.

Specific questions: 
Which different forms of information are shown? (text, graphics)





Is the information both accurate and relevant?



	Resources

	All lessons take place in a computer room with a large display facility and access to the Internet


	LESSON 2

	Learning Objectives

	To understand how different web sites provide different information on the topic.

To understand how to structure a search using a search engine.

To search for relevant text and graphics and copy them from a web page to a text based programme.


	Technical Vocabulary

	Web Browser; index; key word; bookmark/favourite; search engine


	Assessment

	The lessons are targeted at Level 3/4 activities.  The outcomes of each lesson are noted, with an overall checklist of pupils’ work and teacher assessment at the end of the unit.  


	Introduction ( 10 mins)

	Review project objectives and introduce the objectives for the lesson.

Creating book marks in Favourites of the search engines

Learning outcomes: 
Pupils can:

Understand the operator for ‘and’ searches.

Able to build up a list of sites that meet the search criteria.

Able to categorise sites depending on their usefulness.




	Main activity ( 40 mins)

	20 mins Teacher-led class activity

Demonstrate two different search engines to find sites on “Chosen Topic”.  Discuss the differences between the search engines and how to refine a search using ‘and’ operator. How to add to favourites list.


Demonstrate the use of the right click to copy pictures, use minimise and 

open text programme, use the paste command. 

Demonstrate the text copying in the same way

Reinforce points from last lesson on recognising good quality information.  Divide the class into groups of about 5 or 6 for the pupil activities.  

20 mins Pupil activity: 

Pairs of pupils in each group choose a category to investigate, eg. Victorian people, places, inventions .  Pupils search for relevant information from the sites on the research sheet and by using search engines. 

They assess the information on relevant sites and copy and paste useful text and pictures into a desktop publisher.  Pupils save the file in their own area.

Pupils note down which sites they have used on their record sheet and the different forms of information they have found.

Notes / Guidance for teacher: 

Some pupils may use the previously book marked sites.  

Extension task:  students can be asked to look for bias.



	Plenary (10 mins)

	Teacher gives pupils some time to complete their record sheets and asks them about their findings. 

Discussion around areas such as validity and bias in the viewpoint presented? 

Was the information found considered to be relevant and reasonable?


	Homework (If applicable)

	To continue to find other sources of information on “Chosen Topic” either from books, CD-ROMs or the Internet. There are opportunities for non-computer work here for those who find access to computers more difficult.
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	QCA Unit


	6D Using the Internet to search large databases and Interpret information

	Year Group


	6
	Number in class
	30

	Time for lesson


	6 lessons of 1 hour
	No. of computers
	15

	Preparation

	Notes / Guidance for teacher: 

This integrated task would probably be spread over several lessons using the skills they have learned. For example it could be used to create a page of information about Victorian figures in history, or a class magazine or news sheet could be produced, depending on local activities in the school, or appropriate events relating to the time of year. 



	Resources

	All lessons take place in a computer room with a large display facility and access to the Internet


	LESSON 3

	Learning Objectives

	To be able to use different web sites to provide different information on the topic.

To search for relevant text and graphics and copy them from a web page to a text based programme.

To be able to pick out key points from a text and rewrite them for a given audience.


	Technical Vocabulary

	Web Browser; index; key word; bookmark/favourite; search engine


	Assessment

	The lessons are targeted at Level 3/4 activities.  The outcomes of each lesson are noted, with an overall checklist of pupils’ work and teacher assessment at the end of the unit.  


	Introduction ( 10 mins)

	Explain fully the integrated task they are going to undertake, see above depending on choice.  

Reinforce points from last lesson on recognising good quality information.  

Divide the class into groups of about 5 or 6 for the pupil activities.  

Learning outcomes: 
Pupils can:
Understand issues of copyright

Work with others to interpret information

Skim and select information checking for bias




	Main activity ( 40 mins)

	15 mins Teacher-led class activity

Before starting the project the pupils need to understand such issues as copyright, and writing for a given audience. 

Discussion about copyright.

Specific questions: 

Is it OK to just copy materials from the web sites they have visited?

How should they deal with this?

Could they email the sites and ask permission to use the materials?

How would they feel about other people using their materials? They must include a record of URLs used in their projects and acknowledge the source of their material

25 mins Pupil activity: 

As part of a literacy topic on developing journalistic style, pupils could be given a range of short articles from newspapers, and asked to pick out the key points from the articles. They could then rewrite the information for the rest of the class using perhaps two key messages.

Notes / Guidance for teacher: 

Extension task:  students can be asked to look for bias.



	Plenary ( 10 mins)

	Sharing some of the difficulties they have come across during this activity. 

Are the messages we receive every day from the Media, necessarily true factual reports?



	Homework (If applicable)

	To continue to find other sources of information on “Chosen Topic” either from books, CD-ROMs or the Internet. There are opportunities for non-computer work here for those who find access to computers more difficult.
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	QCA Unit


	6D Using the Internet to search large databases and Interpret information

	Year Group


	6
	Number in class
	30

	Time for lesson


	6 lessons of 1 hour
	No. of computers
	15

	Preparation

	This integrated task would probably be spread over several lessons using the skills they have learned. For example it could be used to create a page of information about Victorian figures in history, or a class magazine or news sheet could be produced, depending on local activities in the school, or appropriate events relating to the time of year.


	Resources

	All lessons take place in a computer room with a large display facility and access to the Internet


	LESSONS 4 / 5

	Learning Objectives

	To be able to use different web sites to provide different information on the topic, and work with others to interpret that information

To use a word processor or Desk Top Publisher to organise and present information suitable to an audience



	Technical Vocabulary

	Web Browser; index; key word; bookmark/favourite; search engine


	Assessment

	The lessons are targeted at Level 3/4 activities.  The outcomes of each lesson are noted, with an overall checklist of pupils’ work and teacher assessment at the end of the unit.  


	Introduction ( 10 mins)

	Reinforce points from last lesson on recognising good quality information and bias.  Divide the class into groups of about 5 or 6 for the pupil activities.  See above depending on choice

Learning outcomes: 
Pupils can:
Use searches to locate, understand and interpret information

Use a range of sources to check validity and recognise different 

viewpoints

Present their ideas of information in a style that is appropriate to the 

audience




	Main activity ( 40 mins)

	40 mins Pupil activity: 

Pupils start to create their projects.

Notes / Guidance for teacher: 

Some pupils may use the previously book marked sites.  

Extension task:  students can be asked to look for bias.



	Plenary ( 10 mins)

	Sharing some of the difficulties they have come across during this activity. 

Discuss the sites used, Why were they chosen? How long did it take to find the relevant information? 


	Homework (If applicable)

	To continue to find other sources of information on “Chosen Topic” either from books, CD-ROMs or the Internet. There are opportunities for non-computer work here for those who find access to computers more difficult.
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	QCA Unit


	6D Using the Internet to search large databases and Interpret information

	Year Group


	6
	Number in class
	30

	Time for lesson


	6 lessons of 1 hour
	No. of computers
	15

	Preparation

	Review current situation of projects, are they close to completion?


	Resources

	All lessons take place in a computer room with a large display facility and access to the Internet


	LESSON 6

	Learning Objectives

	To be able to use different web sites to provide different information on the topic, and work with others to interpret that information

To use a word processor or Desk Top Publisher to organise and present information suitable to an audience

To use e-mail as a means of receiving feedback on ideas

	Technical Vocabulary

	Web Browser; index; key word; bookmark/favourite; search engine


	Assessment

	The lessons are targeted at Level 3/4 activities.  The outcomes of each lesson are noted, with an overall checklist of pupils’ work and teacher assessment at the end of the unit.  


	Introduction ( 10 mins)

	Review project objectives. 

Learning outcomes: 
Pupils can:
Use searches to locate, understand and interpret information

Use a range of sources to check validity and recognise different 

Viewpoints

Present their ideas of information in a style that is appropriate to the audience


	Main activity ( 40 mins)

	40 mins Pupil activity: 

On completion of the projects, present the finished projects to the class, discuss validity of the information presented, does it show any bias in the viewpoint presented? Was the information found considered to be relevant and reasonable?

The children could e-mail their friends, asking them to reply to the question, Which age group do you think the project was aimed at?



	Plenary ( 10 mins)

	Sharing some of the difficulties they have come across during this activity. 

Discuss the sites used, Why were they chosen? How long did it take to find the relevant information? 



Deciding whether a web site you have found is what you want, and is both accurate and relevant

	We have been investigating web sites for our topic about .. 



	Does the web site inform us further about the topic?

Yes because …



	Does the web site inform us further about the topic?

No because …



	Is the information from a reliable source? 

Yes because …



	Is the information from a reliable source? 

I don’t know because …



	After looking at the answers I think that …




	File name / Web site Recording Sheet



	Any School

Class . . . . . . . . . . 

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Computer: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



	File name / Web address

	Description (What’s in it or on it)


	
	


